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Preface.Of the various modes of communicating instruction to the uninformed, the masonic student

is particularly interested in two; namely, the instruction by legends and that by symbols. It is to these

two, almost exclusively, that he is indebted for all that he knows, and for all that he can know, of the

philosophic system which is taught in the institution. All its mysteries and its dogmas, which

constitute its philosophy, are intrusted for communication to the neophyte, sometimes to one,

sometimes to the other of these two methods of instruction, and sometimes to both of them

combined. The Freemason has no way of reaching any of the esoteric teachings of the Order

except through the medium of a legend or a symbol.A legend differs from an historical narrative only

in this--that it is without documentary evidence of authenticity. It is the offspring solely of tradition. Its

details may be true in part or in whole. There may be no internal evidence to the contrary, or there

may be internal evidence that they are altogether false. But neither the possibility of truth in the one

case, nor the certainty of falsehood in the other, can remove the traditional narrative from the class

of legends. It is a legend simply because it rests on no written foundation. It is oral, and therefore

legendary.
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Occult

A very good, comprehensive review of all the major symbols in the Craft, elegantly written (probably

because it's Victorian-Era). Also includes extensive notes and a helpful alphabetical glossary of

expanded reflections on the book's major themes. I've been using it as my source for a "Masonic

Word of the Month" on my Trestleboard the whole of my year in the East.

One of the most readable, comprehensive and respected woks on symbolism - not just Masonic

symbolism - but symbolism generally. A must read.

i enjoyed this book. he really explained the symbolism of many parts of masonry. he goes back into

history and looks at similar incidents besides the masonic ones. it is very thorough. and Mackey is

easy to understand, not like trying to read Pike. i would highly recommend this book.

Learned something new.

A lot of good information

Excellent.

Love it

Would be Good addition to your Masonic Library.
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